"Scriptures for an American Generation"PRIVATE 

Reading Culture in the 1960s/Reading the Culture of the 1960s

Readers reading in the 1960s in the USA: 

1)
What did people read? (youth culture 'classics' belonging to several genres or discourse types: poetry, novels, non-fiction (New Journalism, self-help guides, and mysticism/New Age texts)).

2)
Why did they read?

3)
What role did the act of reading certain, shared texts play in the formation and development of 

a) 
the so-called 'Baby Boom Generation'


and

b)
 the '60s movement known as the 'Counter Culture', the great conglomerate of all dissident youth cultures in the US in this turbulent decade: Hippies, Yippies, Feminists, Environmentalists, Human Rights agitators, New Age Spiritualists, and all other imaginable kinds of deviants from the dominant culture.

4)
The idea of 'generationality' as a concept within literary and cultural studies, and the semiotics and function of the term 'generation' as a labelling device in the public and commercial spheres.

5)
The role of the thematic of generations and generationality in sixties readers' selection of a sixties canon of texts, or as Philip Beidler calls them, 'scriptures for a generation'.

6)
Beidler's reading theory in a cultural studies perspective

7)
A general theory of types of 'difference discourses' relevant for cultural analysis of texts.

