Textual Analysis, History and Theory, 8. sem., 8-2-2008. BS.PRIVATE 

Henry James: The Turn of the Screw (1898)

Agenda for analysis:

Narration:
Narrators: 

“I”, Douglas, Governess
Frames/Hierarchies:
Storytelling, Douglas’s background tale, Bly events



Closed beginnings, open-ended frames



Indeterminate hierarchy

Narrative voices:
Flirtatious, Sincere, Insistent/Speculative




Reliability?
Narrative techniques:
Secrets, Shocks, Turns
Plot:


Domestic, Melodramatic
Implied author:

Indeterminable
Setting:


Country house around Christmas

Bly
Characterization:
Characters:

“I”, Douglas, Gov’ness, Bachelor, Mrs. Grose, Flora, Miles, Quint, Miss Jessel
Relations:

“I” – Douglas



Douglas – Governess




Governess – Bachelor




Governess – Mrs. Grose




Governess – children




Governess – ghosts

Roles:


Good vs. evil influences, Sincerity vs. indifference
Thematics:
Fire
“Fix”

Erect
Hats/no hats (uncovered)/too free

Themes:



Possession

Desire

Innocence (childhood/adulthood)
Social pressures

Seeing

Reading (into)

Knowing

Writing

Doubles
Genre:
Ghost story (Gothic)
Psychological novel

The Fantastic (Uncanny, marvellous)
Domestic melodrama

Contexts:

Early psychological literature
Character studies

Limit text of modernism
