Themes in Mr. Mee
Reading (browsing): Reading may be good for you, but you must make distinctions. Browsing highlights the dangers of improper, indiscriminate reading/viewing. Reading can corrupt you, cf. Rousseau.
Writing (copying): Writing is good for you, but ultimately futile, since no-one might read your writings and most writings are not worth reading, anyway. On the other hand it is better to confess to be on the safe side. Copying is a form of writing, cf. “Pierre Menard”, and might in post-modern terms be the only form of writing we can perform.
Reading – writing – interpretation of events/texts: Interpretation is subjective and alters the text of that which is being interpreted; cf. Observer’s paradox in physics.
Self: “I”? Biography/auto-biography/fiction… There are no firm distinctions between these cases.
Truth: (131) “Truth exists only in the first bite, all else is repetition”. Truth is contingent, yet not replicable.
History: (134) “History itself can be reinvented just as easily, such is the eagerness with which we cast later experience on to the supposed past”. The future is also a construct based on interpretation.
Science: Many-worlds hypothesis (Everett), cf. Borges “Garden of Forking Paths”, and post-modern narratives. Every choice sparks off another world in which the opposite choice was made. These worlds then generate other potential worlds which coexist in parallel universes of their own in infinite numbers.

Much of 20th Century science and technology is prefigured in Rosier’s Encyclopaedia. Minard invents the computer with the aid of the Encyclopaedia and faulty logics and syllogisms.
Jokes/hoaxes: The joke is probably always on you, if you are the one instigating it…

Scottishness in Mr. Mee
Mr. Mee’s hobby is to write about Scottish writers… Canon debate – cf. Crumey interview

Some writers and works present as more or less ghostly intertexts:

· James Hogg: Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner
· Robert Louis Stevenson: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; Catriona
· Walter Scott: The Heart of Midlothian
Mr. Mee in Waterstones (157-159):

· The “Scottish” section: “a pile of novels of a sentimental or sensational kind” 
· Has: Stevenson, Scott, Hogg (the obvious one), Burns
· Has no: Carlyle, Hume, Boswell, Barbour, Urquhart, Campbell, Thomson, Adam Ferguson, Dougald Stewart (author of “Rule Britannia”)

· Titles lacking: Sartor Resartus (Carlyle), Annals of the Parish (John Galt), Hound of the Baskervilles (Conan Doyle), Wind in the Willows (Kenneth Grahame), Peter Pan (J.M. Barrie)
Mr. Mee’s tastes are archaic, parochial, and indiscriminate – cf. his Internet habit of browsing without distinction between relevant and irrelevant information
Names – Symbols in Mr. Mee
1. Mr. Mee (from Minard): Me, I , myself – hints of autobiography? Me, as in Crumey as old (“Crumee?”) – cf. “a person called ‘I’ who is not necessarily oneself”
2. Dr. Petrie: Petrie dish – the dish in which scientists and lab technicians experiment with bacteria cultures…

3. Minard: From minable (French), literally someone who can be undermined, figuratively meaning “pathetic”, “cry baby”. Someone who is a minard is a person who is constantly minable… 
Pierre Menard (“My cousin Pierre”, as Mr. Mee’s father calls him on p. 340) is a fictional 20th century writer invented by Jorge Louis Borges… Menard wrote Cervantes’ Don Quixote: “He did not want to compose another Quixote --which is easy-- but the Quixote itself. Needless to say, he never contemplated a mechanical transcription of the original; he did not propose to copy it. His admirable intention was to produce a few pages which would coincide--word for word and line for line--with those of Miguel de Cervantes.” (Borges) Read the story here: http://www.english.swt.edu/cohen_p/avant-garde/Literature/Borges/Menard.html)
4. Ferrand: Hints at steadfastness (fer – iron (French))
5. Catriona: from Stevenson’s novel of that title – a bold heroine of unconventional tastes

