Postmodern novels – poetics of a genre

Historiographic metafiction (viz. Linda Hutcheon)


Representations of history


Selfreflection of constructedness and literariness

Distrust of grand narratives


National unity, destiny (cf. history)


Science – progress


Ideology


Religion

Non-linear, convoluted or fragmentary structure


Flashbacks


Multiple narrators


Paper authors


Paratextual games

Parody, pastiche


Themes


Forms and structures (genres)


Style


Stock characters

Bricolage – Genre mixing

Ex-centricity

Re-valuation of strangeness vs. norm

Positive valuation of quirkiness, eccentricity

Loners as (anti)heroes

Little, local narratives


‘New’ sensemaking


Neo-existentialism
Andrew Crumey: Mr. Mee (2000)
Genres

Historiographic metafiction: 
Several tiers of plot, finally conflated (Epilogue)
Multiple layers or narrative tracks (Mr. Mee, Ferrand/Minard, Dr. Petrie)

History represented: History of ideas, philosophical history, political history, religious history, literary history

Meta-levels: Slippages between narratives, self-reflexive phenomena, paper author, writers as characters, heavily intertextual, playful style

Confessional novel:

Tradition from Augustine, Rousseau, James Hogg
Confession is an autobiographical mode

Confession is a didactic mode

Confession is aligned with religious discourse

(Auto)-Biography:

Can be fictional or fictionalized

Tradition from Proust
Memoirs in general – cf. Hogg: The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner
Epistolary novel

Compendium of letters

Other documents are represented, articles, manuscripts, books (quotes)

“Documentary” form

Novel of ideas/University novel
Intertwined topics: Science, Philosophy, Literature

Ideas are expostulated

Institutions are satirized

Individuals can be portrayed in various modes:

Dr. Petrie is lampooned as a career academic

Mr. Mee is an amateur, independent scholar

Ferrand & Minard are bumbling ‘men of letters’

Satire


Comedy of manners

Sexual comedy, esp.

Petrie: Lovelorn, pathetic

Mr. Mee: “Seduced”, innocent

Minard: Lovelorn, bathetic; wanna-be romantic hero (Quixotic), seeks revenge

Petrie – bitter satire; Mr. Mee – gentle fun; Minard – comic satire, slapstick

Structure in Mr. Mee
	Mr. Mee segment
	Minard segment
	Petrie segment

	Ch. 1
	Ch. 2
	Ch. 3

	Ch. 4
	Ch. 5
	Ch. 6

	Ch. 7
	Ch. 8
	Ch. 9

	Ch. 10
	Ch. 11
	Ch. 12

	Ch. 13
	
	

	
	Epilogue
	


Mr. Mee
:

Minard:


Petrie:

120 pp


120 pp


85 pp




Epilogue: 19pp

Characteristics:

Mr. Mee: Contemporary, 1st person narration, Epistolary – Comic 

Minard: Past/historical, 3rd person narration, Episodic – Farcical 

Dr. Petrie: Contemporary, 1st person narrative, Confessional – Tragic-comic 

(All three are told in the past tense)

Epilogue: Historical, 1st person, Confessional/Epistolary – Dramatic, revelatory (Told in the present tense) 
