The Crow Road
Themes:

What is The Crow Road about?
“Death, Sex, Faith, cars, Scotland, and drink” – Banks quoted in “Ian Banks and the Fiction Factory”.

Growing up: Not just Prentice, but flashing back to other characters growing up, Rory, Kenneth, Fergus

Love, sex and friendship, and how they should not be confused: Prentice loves Verity (he thinks), but should love Ash – P. confuses Love with Sex, and Friendship with Love…

Leaving – returning: Scotland, family: HOME/ABROAD in the world

Politics, national, but more broadly in the sense of ideology

Prentice’s Bildungs-project: Find your place, find your voice – both are elements of growing up…

How? Travel, think, fuck, speak, drink…→  LEARN

Travelling theme links the novel to the quest genre

Thinking theme links the novel to the metaphysical novel

Fucking theme links the novel to comedy of manners
Speaking theme links the novel to verbal comedy

Drinking theme links the novel to (falling down) comedy

LEARNING allows the novel to make a didactic point
The Crow Road
Techniques:

Flashbacks

Multiple narrators

Secrets revealed slowly

Sympathy for (or at least empathy with) all characters, even Fergus, the (pathetic) bad guy (even Tories!)

Use of symbols:
The Crow Road itself: Death, yet a promising road

Explosions – Granny goes not with a whimper but a bang!

Watching, eyes, observatories – seeing, voyeurism

Art works (Darren’s Block One fx.)

The Mobius Scarf, which has to be outgrown

Landscape and Historic features: Sites (Scottish specificity)

More on symbols, see below – folks! 

The Crow Road
Symbols:

Glass: 
Throw the paper weight into the sea


Glass eyes, getting glass in your eye


Glass jewelry


Drinking glasses…

Morse:
Signalling, communicating


Death can only be overcome by transmitting stories


Rory’s mantra: writing/speaking equals creation


Ash & Prentice saying I love you in genital Morse code

Scotland:
Place and History, cf. Kenneth’s stories 322, site seeing, 397, Fergus’ death off-shore 469


The green Saltire/St. Andrew’s Cross 350
