Scottish Postmodern Fiction – general introduction

Scottish particularism in literature:
1. Postcolonial aspects: Writing back to England, writing back to English literary history

2. Local aspects: (local pride, local colour)

Setting (set in Scotland, but also often counterpointed with London or foreign settings)

Language (representing dialects, sociolects or even Gaelic)

Themes (politics (national, regional, international)), independence (nationalism, socialism, communism)

Larger literary context:

Postcolonial alterity

Postmodern poetics/aesthetics (often w. a political message, fx. alternative versions of history)

Postmodern novels – poetics of a genre

Historiographic metafiction (viz. Linda Hutcheon)


Representations of history


Selfreflection of constructedness and literariness

Distrust of grand narratives


National unity, destiny (cf. history)


Science – progress


Ideology


Religion

Non-linear, convoluted or fragmentary structure


Flashbacks


Multiple narrators


Paper authors


Paratextual games

Parody, pastiche


Themes


Forms and structures (genres)


Style


Stock characters

Bricolage – Genre mixing

Ex-centricity

Re-valuation of strangeness vs. norm

Positive valuation of quirkiness, eccentricity

Loners as (anti)heroes

Little, local narratives


‘New’ sensemaking


Neo-existentialism

Iain Banks – two intertwined careers
Iain Banks: 11 novels of mainstream high-quality fiction, 1984-2004


Some traces of the Gothic


Some more topical, political novels


Some family sagas


Some pop-culture influence


Predecessors, influences: Kafka, Grass, Pynchon, Poe, Borges
Scottish antecedents: Hugh MacDiarmid; Robert Louis Stevenson; James Hogg; Alasdair Gray

Iain M. Banks: 10 science-fiction novels


Space opera


Alternative history, empire building scale


Predecessors: Arthur C. Clarke, Isaac Asimov, cyberpunk

Prolific writer

Popular writer (bestsellers)

Acclaimed writer on a British-wide scale

Incipient canonization

The Crow Road
Genres:

Family saga: 

Lineages, connections, influences, heritages, transmission between generations

Mysteries, secrets

Generational (1980s)/intergenerational (post WWII) – horizontal, vertical structure

Bildungsroman/Künstlerroman:

Prentice finds his place, voice

Many artists in family: Rory, travel books, Crow Road project; Kenneth, children’s books; Lewis, comedian; Prentice, ??

Road, quest-novel:

Lots of driving taking place, cars are important locations
Find Rory

Find key to Crow Road project

Find meaning in/of life

Find connections in family history

Local colour:

Specifics of landscape

Semiotics of topography

Comedy of manners:

Jokes, gags, humour

Verbal humour: puns, insults etc.

Depiction of manners in social settings: family, funerals, etc.
